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FOREWORD 


This first edition of ANNUAL RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS contains abstracts of a 
selection of projects that have been completed from the inception of the 


Planning and Research Branch to December 1976. 


Alberta Education Planning and Research Branch provides information to planning 


and policy making groups within Alberta Education and to the education community. 


The Policy section identifies existing and future problems and generates policy 


alternatives for solving administrative and instructional problems. 
The Research section coordinates research in support of the policy activities. 
Relevant information for internal and external research is compiied and dissem- 


inated to appropriate users. 


Research studies and projects are generally contracted by competition among 


. incorporated individuals, institutions and organizations. All projects are 


supervised by Alberta Education personnel. 


Applicants are required to submit a brief prospectus summarizing the needs, 
purpose, general methodology, expected outcomes and budget requirement of the 


project. 


Inquiries by telephone or in person are welcomed. For further information 
regarding the activities of the Planning and Research Branch contact: 
Planning and Research Branch 

Alberta Education 

10th Floor, Executive Building 

10105 - 109th Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5J 2V2 

Telephone: 427-2991 


ATA LIBRARY 
11010 - 142 Str 
Edmonton, AB wa 
TSN 2R1 


Following is an inventory and 
description of a number of projects 
completed between the inception of 
the Planning and Research Branch and 
December 1976. Each summary contains 
a brief description of the study, the 


results, and availability of copies. 


Evaluation of Program Materials in Special Education 


In-Service Education Preferences of Teachers and 
Administrators in the Province of Alberta 


Teacher Education and Certification Study 
Resource Room Social Studies Project 
Evaluation of Educational Opportunities Fund 


A Survey to Discern Current Provisions for 
Consumer Education in Alberta Schools 


Experiment in Production of Materials for Blind 
and Visually Impaired 


An Assessment of the Program in French as a Second 
Language (Alberta Modern Language Study) 


Mathematics Study -- Harry Gray Elementary 


Project to Evaluate Resource Materials for Social 
Studies 


Metric Conversion Costs for Selected Career Fields in 
Industrial Education Programs of Studies in the Province 
of Alberta 

Computer Assisted Instruction in Secondary School French 
Northland School Division Study Group 


Dropout Study 


Alberta North Needs Assessment Task Force (Interim 
Report |) 


Social Studies Evaluation 


The Conceptual Approach Study in Secondary Physical 
Education in Alberta (1975). 


Quality Control in Written Language 
Education Week Study 


Isolation Bonuses and Teacher Housing in Remote 
Locations in Alberta 


School Teacher Statistics 1975-76 
OECD. (Imtec French Language Seminar) Situation Study: 


The Preparation of Educational Personnel for the 
Management Innovation: ECS 


PROJECT TITLE: Evaluation of Program Materials in Special Education 

PROJECT DIRECTOR: Supervisor of Counselling and Guidance, Alberta Education 
WHERE CARRIED OUT: Department of Education (Central Office) 

STARTING DATE: June 25, 1974 DATE OF COMPLETION: December 31, 1974 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $5,260.75 

OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: to review the effectiveness and relevance of a number of 
remedial materials commonly used in schools and to develop a Selected 
Resource Materials Manual. 


DESIGN: A framework for the evaluation was established. Two graduate 
students were hired to do a review of the literature and to contact 
teachers, counsellors, reading specialists and psychologists in various 
school boards and learning assistance centres to get individual assess-~- 
ments of the quality of the materials available. 


RESULTS: A SRM Manual was developed and sent to all elementary and junior 
high schools. Within the manual were forms for teacher updating of responses 
to the effectiveness of the materials in the manual. The authors of the 
manual observed that in an alternate review of the literature, evaluative 
information was available on only 24% of the resource material. The 

SRM Manual provides evaluative information for most of the materials 

therein. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: These should be extended to an evaluative resource 
materials access system incorporating data from research journals, 
experimental programs, teacher. and other personnel in the Alberta school 
system. 


WHERE THE MANUAL CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Special Educational Services Branch: SRM Manual - SaaS Resource Materials: 


Description and Evaluation, Alberta Education, 10 


uy be purchased from: Printing and Stationery 
Alberta Education 
4th Floor, Executive Building 
10105 - 109th Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 2V2 


On loan from: .Elementary and Junior High Schools 
-University libraries in Alberta 
«Regional Office of Edmonton 
Department of Education Library 


PROJECT TITLE: In-Service Education Preferences of Teachers and Administrators 
in the Province of Alberta 


PROJECT DIRECTOR: Or.FO Schreiber 
WHERE CARRIED OUT: University of Montana, Missoula 
STARTING DATE: September, 1974 DATE OF COMPLETION: June 5, 1975 


AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: Budgeted $1,350, Expended 
$1,241.98 
OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: to identify, categorize and compare in-service preferences 
and requirements of Social Studies teachers and administrators in 
the Province of Alberta. 


DESIGN: During the 1974-75 term a sample of 540 teachers of Social 
Studies in the province was asked to complete and submit the Revised 
Teacher In-Service Preference Questionnaire. The results of this 
questionnaire supplemented by patterned interviews provided the data 
for the study. 


RESULTS: Workshops were the most preferred in-service activity, teachers' 1 
conventions the least; respondents felt that teaching strategy needed 

the most in-service training, rationale and philosophy the least; 

professional development committees (first) and the Department of Education , 
(second) were preferred as organizations responsible for planning, : 
operating and evaluating in-service programs; school boards were ranked 

first and the Department of Education second as the organization which 

should finance in-service programs. Sex, route, training and teaching 

experience were the social categories that proved the best indicators 

of in-service activity preferences; sex, route, training and position 

were the best predictors of the curriculum areas requiring more in- 

service training; locale was the best predictor of significant differences 

for areas of responsibility and preferred organization. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: none 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Schreiber, FO: In-Service Education Preferences of Teachers and Admin- 
istrators in the Province of Alberta, University of Montana, 223 
pages. 

On loan from: .Edmonton Regional Office of Education 


.Department of Education Library 
Interlibrary loan from the University of Montana, Missoula. 


PROJECT TITLE: Teacher Education and Certification Study 

PROJECT DIRECTOR: Dr OP Larson 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Throughout Alberta 

STARTING DATE: September 10, 1974 DATE OF COMPLETION: April 15, 1975 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $5,034.37 

OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): $5,034.37 from Alberta Advanced Education 


PURPOSE: 1) to examine the structures for teacher education, certif- 
ication, and competence as they presently operate; and 2) to recommend 


alternative structures and examine their implications. 


DESIGN: An examination was made of the literature on the topic before 
the researcher consulted with a large number of individuals and organ- 


izations concerned with teacher competence and certification. 


RESULTS: The report specified the principles governing teacher 


certification structures and proposed three alternatives of an Advisory 
Board of Teacher Certification and two alternatives of an Automonous 


Board of Teacher Certification. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) The report highly recommended an Advisory Board of 
Teacher Certification to replace the present Board of Teacher Education 
and Certification; 2) The Chairman of the alternative structure should 

be an ATA-appointed member; 3) The location of the certification services 
should be Barnett House. The recommended alternative structure would 
give the ATA the Chairmanship and larger representation than it has 


‘ at present, but not a majority. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Larson, OP: Teacher Certification Structures, Alberta Education, 1975. 


On sale from: ERIC Clearing House on Teacher Certification 
Number One Dupont Circle NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036 


On loan from: .The Legislature Library 
.Department of Education Library 
-Regional Offices' Libraries 
.University Libraries in Alberta 


PROJECT TITLE: Resource Room Social Studies Project 

PROJECT DIRECTOR: Mr Richard Wray 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Edmonton Separate School System 

STARTING DATE: June 23, 1975 DATE OF COMPLETION: December 31, 1975 
AMOUNT OF F INANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $1,580.00 | | 


OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): Edmonton Separate School Board 


PURPOSE: to assess the usefulness of a teacher resource centre for 
the development of curriculum materials to teach junior high school 
students about. Canada, nationalism, independence and colonialism. 


DESIGN: A resource centre was developed where selected curriculum 
development teams. could write curriculum guides to achieve the project 
purpose, 


RESULTS: The Edmonton Catholic School System developed a well-stocked 
resource center to facilitate development of curriculum guides. During 
the summer months curriculum development teams developed two curriculum 
guides entitled ''Nationalism: A Vital Force in the Modern World.'' The 
guides included readings and activities for two reading levels and 
background material for the teacher in fostering an awareness of the 
cultural and literacy heritage of Canada, Africa, Asia and Europe. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) Local boards should be utilized in developing 
curriculum materials which can have provincial utilization; and 2) 

the summer months are an ideal time to bring teachers together for 

curriculum development. 


WHERE GUIDES CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Curriculum Development Department, Edmonton Catholic Schools: Nationalism: 
A Vital Force in the Modern World Parts | and I1., Edmonton 
Catholic Schools, 1975, 602 pp. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Regional Offices of Education 
.Edmonton Catholic School System, 9807 - 106th Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta 


An 


PROJECT TITLE: Evaluation of Educational Opportunities Fund 

PROJECT DIRECTOR: Dr DA MacKay 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: University of Alberta and site visits to 32 jurisdictions. 
STARTING DATE: September 1, 1974 DATE OF COMPLETION: October 31, 1975 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $24,524.31 


OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: to consider 1) achievement of intended objectives of EOF program; 
2) program by-products; 3) success of individual projects; 4) administrative 
side-effects of the programs; 5) value of project versus formula funding; 

6) how well EOF (Compensatory) achieved its objectives; and 7) analysis 

of EOF documents. 


DESIGN: Interview of 337 participants in EOF and site visits to 32 
jurisdictions. Analysis of EOF documents for 78 projects. 


RESULTS: 1) objectives generally achieved; 2) by-products were increased 
knowledge, skill and professional growth of teachers, improved staff and 
student attitudes, positive community reaction, stimulated local curriculum 
development, improved support by board members; 3) a variety of evaluative 
evidence showedthe projects to be successful; 4) some concern over admin- 
istrative side-effects was evident, but staffing was. not a difficulty; 

5) project funding protects programs from manipulation of budgets by 
administration and/or school boards; 6) evaluation is tentative because 

of the early stage of this program; and 7) althought the EOF office 
administered the guidelines consistently, it was found that budgeted 
funding for evaluation was extremely low and research basis for proposals 
was inadequate. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: Continue EOF (Elementary) funding for an additional three 
year period. EOF (Compensatory) guidelines should be reviewd by the Department 
and particular projects should be subjected to thorough external evaluation. 
An EOF (Secondary) component should be introduced for the 1977-78 school 

year and continue until at least 1979-80. Funds for planning should be 
included in the basic grants for the first year of operation of projects. 


WHERE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 
MacKay, A: An Evaluation of the Educational Opportunities Fund, Alberta 
Education, October 1975, 87 pages. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Regional Offices of Education 
-University Libraries in Alberta 


PROJECT TITLE: A Survey to Discern Current Provisions for Consumer Education 
in Alberta Schools 


PROJECT DIRECTOR: Miss KF Laverty 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Edmonton 

STARTING DATE: March 17, 1974 DATE OF COMPLETION: March 15, 1975 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $1,800.00 


OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): Department of Consumer Affairs supplied 
materials and office space. 


PURPOSE: 1) to assess current provisions for prescribed and voluntary 
consumer education in Grades 1-12; 2) to assess the demand for consumer 
education in the schools; and 3) to determine the nature of the concerns. 


DESIGN: A random sample of 200 teachers answered a questionnaire administered 
by the project director over the telephone at a pre-arranged time. 


RESULTS: A variety of consumer topics are currently included in courses on 
a prescribed and/or voluntary basis; newspapers and magazines plus personal 
knowledge of the subject area are the major sources of teacher information; 
teachers prefer written information and visits of resource people to the 
classroom as means of receiving curriculum resources; teachers do not 

feel any pressure to include consumer information. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: Teachers should be convinced of the importance of consumer 
information, and taught specific methods of presentation and incorporation 
into regular course material. Pre-packaged lesson plans, including visual 
aids, should be developed. Inclusion of consumer information in courses 
should be specified in curriculum guides. 


WHERE THE REPORTS CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Laverty, K: A Survey to Discern Current Provisions of Consumer Education 


in Alberta Schools, Alberta Education, 1975, 28 pages, Appendixes 
pp. 18-28, 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Regional Offices of Education 


7. 


PROJECT TITLE: Experiment in Production of Materials for Blind and Visually 
Impaired 


PROJECT DIRECTOR: Margaret W Hatch 


WHERE CARRIED OUT: Edmonton, Alberta 


STARTING DATE: July 15, 1974 DATE OF COMPLETION: December 31, 1974 


AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $7,874.32 (projected cost 


$8,000) 


OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: to experiment, using three experienced persons including one 
handicapped, in three key areas of special materials production for blind 
and visually impaired students. The use of key personnel was intended to 
better maintain quality, cope with emergency work, protect equipment and 
train and coordinate volunteers under LIP project funding. 


DESIGN: Part |: One Profoundly deaf LIP employee was retained for six 
months to have braille materials copied, bound, labelled and carded on 
a continuous basis. 

Part II: One person familiar with sound booths and equipment was 
retained for six months to do tape recording, speech compression and train 
and schedule volunteer readers for maximum use of the facilities. 

Part If]: One competent braille transcriber, already proven and 
experienced in the office, was retained for six months, with the position to 
be re-evaluated in the fifth month. 


RESULTS: Quality of production improved; priorities and emergency requests 
were more easily handled; received better cooperation from volunteer workers; 
equipment was cleaned and cared for more systematically with less break- 
downs; systematic training procedures were developed for volunteers. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: That funding be provided for these key positions, and that 
the experienced staff be retained with the positions becoming permanent. 


*No final report was printed, but further information related to the topic 
may be obtained from the following sources: 


Ms M Hatch. -Mr KT McKie 

Principal Investigator Supervisor, Special Education 
Consultant, Visually Impaired Alberta Education 

Fourth Floor, Edwards Building Fourth Floor, Edwards Building 
10053 - Itith Street 10053 - 111lth Street 

Edmonton, Alberta Edmonton, Alberta 


T5K 2H8 T5K 2H8 


8. 


PROJECT TITLE: An Assessment of the Program in French as a Second Language 


(Short Title: The Alberta Modern Language Study) 


PROJECT DIRECTOR: Dr D Parker, Departments of Elementary and Secondary 


Education, University of Alberta 


WHERE CARRIED OUT: Edmonton, St. Paul County, Lacombe County, Red Deer 


STARTING DATE: January, 1975 DATE OF COMPLETION: November 14, 1975 


AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $7,389.00 


OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: to examine: 1) the attitudes of students and teachers to existing 
French programs; 2) the attitudes of students to proposed activities in revised 
French programs; 3) the attitudes toward the study of French, of those who 

have dropped out of the program; and 4) the level of competence in aural 
comprehension and oral production of students. 


DESIGN: Questionnaires designed to determine attitudes toward specific 
aspects of the program were administered to a sample of students in Grades 
6,9 and 11. The ability of groups of students in the same grades to under- 
stand spoken French and participate in French conversation was evaluated. 


RESULTS: 1) Even in students who dropped out of the program, there was con- 
siderable support from students and parents toward the study of French as a 
second language; 2) beginning at the Grade 6 level, there is a steady 
increase in the ability to participate in fairly difficult conversational 
situations; 2) students in general are weak in aural comprehension and in 
question-asking ability; and 4) little time is spent past the elementary 
level developing cultural understanding, possibly as a result of the problems 
of obtaining suitable material. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) That a population of students who have not yet started 
the study of French be identified and their progress charted through 
elementary, junior and senior high school French; 2) that greater emphasis 

be placed on developing aural comprehension and question-asking skills; 

3) that more attention be given to the development of techniques for promoting 
oral use of French; and 4) that materials for teaching cultural understanding 
be made more readily available. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Douglas V Parker: The Alberta Modern Languages Study, Alberta Education, 
February, 1976, 256 pp. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
.Regional Offices of Education 
-University Libraries in Alberta 


PROJECT TITLE: Mathematics Study -- Harry Gray Elementary (Remedial). 
PROJECT DIRECTOR: Mr MH Monkman 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Valleyview, Alberta 

STARTING DATE: January 25, 1975 DATE OF COMPLETION: February 1, 1975 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $633.45 


OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: to use an activity-based instruction to assist students with 
math deficiencies. 


DESIGN: Students selected for the program were achieving at least one year 
below their grade level. 


RESULTS: Major difficulties were encountered with materials, objectives 
and scheduling during the project. In spite of these, five of the nine 
students who showed a low level of maturity increased their confidence in 
working with numbers. All but one improved their ability to handle numbers. 
Observation and teacher reactions showed improved attitudes and enthusiasm 
for the project. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) that Grades 2,3,4 and 6 continue to receive this 
instruction from September through December; 2) that a pre and post test 
be administered to students who showed a reasonable level of mathematical 
maturity; and 3) that a classroom with a lab space be utilized for this 
project. 


WHERE THE MANUAL CAN BE OBTAINED: 


M Monkman and K Southworth: Report on Remedial Mathematics Project at Harry 
Gray Elementary, Valleyview, Alberta, 1976, 61 pp., Appendix pages 7 


to 61. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Regional Offices of Education 


PROJECT TITLE: Project to Evaluate Resource Materials for Social Studies 
PROJECT DIRECTOR: MR EO Olstad 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Edmonton Regional Office of Education 

STARTING DATE: August 1, 1974 DATE OF COMPLETION: December 30, 1974 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $8,116.17 


OTHER FINANCING (IF APPLICABLE): n/a 


PURPOSE: to examine the practicality of contracting work normally done 
through ad hoc committees of Alberta Education Curriculum Branch, and to 
publish and distribute to social studies teachers lists of annotated 
bibliographies. 


DESIGNS: Four practicing teachers from four grade levels were hired to 
compile a basic annotated bibliography of social studies resources which 
could be recommended by the elementary and secondary social studies cur- 
riculum committees. 


RESULTS: Efficiencies in both time and money can be effected by contract- 
ing. Some Committee members have used the rough drafts in their home 
schools as a basis for purchasing social studies resources and have been 
pleased with the service provided. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: The procedure of contracting work normally carried out 
by curriculum and ad hoc committees should be encouraged. 


WHERE THE MANUAL CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Alberta Education, Resource Materials for Elementary Social Studies, 
Alberta Education, 1975, 50 pages. 


Alberta Education, Resource Materials for Secondary Social Studies, 
Alberta Education, 1975, 75 pages. 


On Joan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Regional Offices of Education 
-Elementary and Secondary Schools 
-University Libraries in Alberta 


I. 


PROJECT TITLE: Metric Conversion Costs for Selected Career Fields in 
Industrial Education Program of Studies in the Province of Alberta 


PROJECT DIRECTOR: Dr Clarence H Preitz 


WHERE CARRIED OUT: Department of Industrial and Vocational Education, the 
University of Alberta 


STARTING DATE: September 1, 1974 DATE OF COMPLETION: July 1, 1975 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $4,000.00 
OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: to determine the costs incurred by various school boards in the 
province as the industrial education programs convert from the Imperial to 
the Metric system of measurement. 


DESIGN: An equipment and textbook survey was conducted in all 39 schools 
using one or more of the 18 programs of studies in the five career fields 
of industrial education. Survey forms were used in a pilot study before 
being used overall. 


RESULTS: Ninety-seven percent of equipment survey forms and 87 percent 

of textbook forms were returned. 1) Mechanics and construction fabrication 
would account for 85% of total conversion costs; and 2) shop would account 
for 65% of the provincial total conversion costs and 60% of interim conver- 


sion costs. The provincial mean for school total conversion is $23,358, while 


the total for all schools is $910,982. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) purchases of equipment and textbooks should be monitored 
to ensure only metric items are obtained; 2) this should provide for input 
from industry, subject teachers and department personnel, and function as 
an ongoing review of the instructional implication of S$! conversion; 3) 
provision should be made for a central equipment clearing house, which wil] 
record purchases, arrange for distribution and record availability of 
surplus non-metric equipment; 4) each school should be supplied with a 
copy of their holdings as listed on the printout, and there should be a 
regular updating of these holdings by means of standard forms supplied by 
Alberta Education; and 5) pricing trends should be checked regularly by 
selecting a number of items from each of the four categories and obtaining 
prices on these items. 


WHERE THE MANUAL CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Preitz, CS and Clark, AK: Metric Conversion Costs for Selected Career Fields 
in_Industrial Education Programs of Study, Alberta Education, 1975, 
77 pages. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Vocational Schools 


PROJECT TITLE: Computer Assisted Instruction in Secondary School French 
PROJECT DIRECTOR: JP Jones 


WHERE CARRIED OUT: Faculty of Education, University of Alberta, and Harry 
Ainlay Composite High School, Edmonton 


STARTING DATE: February 18, 1975 DATE OF COMPLETION: December 1, 1975 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $4,000.00 
OTHER FINANCING (IF APPLICABLE): n/a 
PURPOSE: to determine the feasibility of implementing FRAND, a computer- 
assisted instructional program (CAI), as part of regular grade ten French 


instruction. 


DESIGN: A sample of two classes of grade 10 French students from Harry 


Ainlay Composite High School were bused to the University of Alberta during 


regular French periods for 14 hours of CAI twice weekly over a period of 


10 weeks. The CAI program replaced reading and writing portions of instruc- 


tion. 


RESULTS: The average time required to complete the CAI program was 20 
hours, up to 30 hours less than the control group, with students achieving 
the specified 80% criterion level. Students exhibited favorable attitudes 
toward the CAI program of instruction, and the method had the additional 
advantage over traditional instruction in that it makes provision for 
learning differences among individual students. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) Replicate the CAI control! group experiment making 
more detailed analysis of possible differences between groups; 2) conduct 
a longitudinal study on the groups to determine possible effects of CAI 
and traditional instruction. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


McEven, N & Robinson, A: Computer Assisted Instruction in Secondary 


School French, Alberta Education, 1976, 10 pages. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Regional Offices of Education 


PROJECT TITLE: Northland School Division Study Group 

PROJECT DIRECTOR: Dr WH Swift, Chairman 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Edmonton and Northern Alberta 

STARTING DATE: July, 1974 DATE OF COMPLETION: July, 1975 


AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: No formally approved budget, 
Chairman on daily honorarium. 


OTHER FINANCING (IF APPLICABLE): Other two members of the Study Group seconded 
from regular civil service positions. 


PURPOSE: to conduct an overall review and appraisal of the functions, 
administration, operation and services for the Northland School Division 
No. 61. 


DESIGN: 1) visits were made to all Northland Schools; 2) meetings were 
held with all school staff; 3) public meetings were held in each. Northland 
community; 4) briefs and submissions were received; 5) several sub-studies 
were received; 6) extensive consultations were held with trustees; 7) 

visits were made to other northern school jurisdictions; and 8) consultations 
were held with representative advisory groups. 


RESULTS: 1) academic achievement of students in Northland is considerably 
below the provincial norms; 2) transiency and generally poor qualifica- 
tions of Northland teachers contributed to the poor achievement of schools; 
and 3) governing and administrative procedures in Northland need to be 
revised to permit a greater degree of local involvement and self-direction. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: Some highlights: 1) that actions be taken which would 
greatly increase the participation in school development by local residents; 
2) that the living accommodations and other fringe benefits for school 
board employees in remote areas be improved; 3) that special curriculum 
materials for use in northern schools be a priority; and 4) that employ- 
ment practices be developed to attract and retain a stable corps of teachers 
to reduce reliance on recruitment from other countries. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Alberta Northland Study Group: Report of the Northland School Division 


Study Group to the Minister of Education, Alberta Education, July 
1975, 161 pages. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Regional Office Libraries 
-Educational Opportunities Fund 
.University Libraries in Alberta 


PROJECT TITLE: Student Dropout During or Following the 1974-75 School Year 
PROJECT DIRECTOR: Dr JE Reid 


WHERE CARRIED OUT: Student Evaluation and Data Processing Branch, Alberta 


Education, Edmonton 


STARTING DATE: September, 1974 (7) DATE OF COMPLETION: May, 1976 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: 


OTHER FINANCING (JF APPLICABLE) : 


PURPOSE: to determine the student withdrawals and retirements from 
school by the 1974-75 school year. 


DESIGN: At the beginning of each semester, the Student Evaluation and 

Data Processing Branch records al] students in grades 9-12 in all Alberta 
public, separate and private schools, as well as schools in the Northwest 
Territories. At the completion of each semester, courses completed by 

high school students are received and added to the student registry. An 
analysis of this file for the 1974-75 school year was undertaken to deter- 
mine enrolments, comparison of student enrolment with full-time equivalents, 
and student withdrawal and retirement. 


RESULTS: During the year 140,030 students were enrolled in Grades 9 to 
12. Of this number 94,954 were students enrolled in schools which qualify 
for post-secondary grants from the Government of Canada. Results show 
that of the students who left school during or at the end of the school 
year, about one-half did not complete a high school diploma. Further 
breakdown of data with report. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Reid, JE: Student Dropout During or Following the 1974-75 School Year, 
Alberta Education, May 1976, 14 pages. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Regional Offices of Education 


PROJECT TITLE: Alberta North NesdesRatesacnent Task Force (Interim Report 1!) 
PROJECT DIRECTOR: Fred J Dumont 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Alberta, north of Highway #16, Named by DREE as "Alberta North’! 
STARTING DATE: February 1975 DATE OF COMPLETION: favertm Report |, June 1975 


AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: total combined project cost over 4 1/2 
years $1,447,000 
OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): Department of Regional Economic Expansion 


PURPOSE: to assess priorities, plot direction, plan strategies and recommend 
implementation procedures to various agencies within the Department of Education, 
aimed at meeting the educational, social and cultural needs of Northern Albertans. 


DESIGN: Visits and interviews with four categories of stakeholders; 1) those 
receiving services delivered in the project area; 2) those delivering services on 

a jurisdictional and/or regional basis; 3) those delivering consultative and monitor- 
ing services; and 4) those conducting research in the north. 


RESULTS: As a result of rapid inflation, most problems are financial. A major 
problem in Alberta North arises from the multiple government agencies attempting 
to deliver un-coordinated and non-integrated social services and funding. Pro- 
fessional research efforts in the North have been fragmented, and have over- 
intel lectualized human problems. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) that the Northland Study Group report be reviewed to identify 
further developmental and implementation needs; 2) that the Early Childhood Services 
model be extended to primary grades in selected schools; 3) that terms of reference 
and a financial base of support for local school advisory committees and personnel 
be identified; 4) that a more realistic and equitable system of Isolation 
Allowances be established; 5) that a pilot community-curriculum project be 
established in a high native-student centre; 6) that sets of criteria be developed 
to serve as bases for program-enhancing financial allocations to school systems 
delivering services to the disadvantaged; 7) that '"'Morning Star'' and ''Outreach"' 
programs be assessed; 8) that an inventory of all public agencies providing 

capital development services and assistance in the project area be taken and their 
relative advantages and disadvantages be assessed; 9) that a follow-up to the 
Ratsoy-Bumbarger proposals be undertaken; 10) that the need for an ongoing 

Audio Visual program including production and training be determined; and 11) that 
the need for additional assistance to support cultural exposure excursions for 
remote students to large urban centres be assessed. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Dumont, FJ: Alberta North Needs Assessment Task Force, Alberta Education, June 1975, 
4O pp., Appendix pp 27-40. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-ERIC 
-All school boards north of Highway #16 
-University Libraries in Alberta 
-Planning and Research Branch of Department of Education 


PROJECT TITLE: Social Studies Evaluation 

PROJECT DIRECTOR: LW Downey and Associates 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Alberta 

STARTING DATE: September 4, 1974 DATE OF COMPLETION: September 4, 1975 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $60,000.00 


OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: to assess the design, implementation and classroom instruction of 
the Alberta Social Studies Curriculum. 


DESIGN: Questionnaire, interviews, classroom observation and documentation 
analysis were used. : 


RESULTS: The program is consistent with emerging objectives of education 
but is not being effectively implemented. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) that the social studies curriculum be retained, with 
minor modification; 2) that the curriculum documents be re-written, with al] 
relevant groups being involved in the program revisions; 3) that more Canadian 
content be included in social studies; 4) that new structures be devised for 
improving the processes of curriculum development and implementation; 5) that 
teachers use a broader repertoire of strategies; 6) that students and parents 
-be given a greater role in curriculum planning; and 7) that school boards be 
more careful in the hiring of teachers. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


LW Downey Research Associates Ltd: A Report of an Assessment -- The Social 
Studies in Alberta, Alberta Education, December 1975, 330 pp, Appendix . 
pp 31-330. . 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Regional Offices of Education 
-University Libraries in Alberta 


Available free from: Communications Branch 
Alberta Education 
9th Fir., 10105-109th Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 2V2 
427-2286 
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PROJECT TITLE: The Conceptual Approach Study in Secondary Physical Education 
in Alberta (1975) 


PROJECT DIRECTOR: Dr WG Lucas 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Calgary, Edmonton, Mayerthorpe, Rimbey, Medicine Hat 
-All in Alberta 

STARTING DATE: January 20, 1975 DATE OF COMPLETION: August 31, 1975 

AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $9,800.00 


OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: to examine: 1) the nature of teaching and learning occurring in 
conceptual approach lessons; 2) the nature of the interaction between teacher 
and student; and 3) the attitude of students toward conceptual approach lessons. 


DESIGN: On two day visitations the research team, using Comrex wireless 
microphone and VTR recordings of 21 lessons, studied conceptual approach 
physical education lessons. Pilot teachers were interviewed. Data was 
classified utilizing the Florida Taxonomy of Cognitive Behavior and the Hough 
System of interaction Analysis. 


RESULTS: 1) learners taught throught the conceptual approach were able 

to comprehend ideas and concepts, and to apply them to sports and psychomotor 
skills; 2) the interaction was characterized by skill clarification that caused 
students to think but at the same time was non-evaluative; 3) student attitude 
is overwhelming in agreement that conceptual approach lessons give freedom to be 
self-directed, allow detailed study and greater likelihood of better calibre 
play and create an atmosphere of friendliness and fun in learning. This 
motivated students to practice and play more because they enjoyed the lessons. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) this approach to physical education should continue to be 
developed in Alberta schools; 2) the curriculum guide field-tested in this 
study is substantially effective as part of a guide-workshop-practicum- 
workshop cycle in initiating the conceptual approach amongst interest teachers, 
but several modifications are recommended; and 3) the final report of this 
research should be utilized for teacher workshops, with the experimental 
video-tape to augment the resources package. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Lucas, WG: The Conceptual Approach Study in Physical Education in Alberta (1975), 
Alberta Education, March 1976, 141 pp. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
«Regional Offices of Education 
-University Libraries in Alberta 


PROJECT TITLE: Quality Control in Written Language 

PROJECT DIRECTOR: Maurice Landry 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Lethbridge, Alberta 

STARTING DATE: January 12, 1976 DATE OF COMPLETION: June 18, 1976 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $1,000.00 

OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: 1) to provide an indication of the level of students' writing 
competence at the local system level; 2) to establish benchmarks for future 
projects of a similar nature; 3) to provide information to teachers for 
planning and developing a written composition program, as well as diagnosing 
individual students’ writing skills; and 4) to provide information for 
possible teacher in-service work. 


DESIGN: 185 grade eight language arts students attending Lethbridge Catholic 
Central High School wrote an expository paragraph on each of three succeeding 
Tuesdays in March 1976. These paragraphs were marked according to criteria 
developed by personnel from the Lethbridge Regional Office, the University 

of Lethbridge and Lethbridge Catholic School District No.9. 


RESULTS: Most children taking part in the project were able to write an 
expository paragraph. Markers felt that the greatest weakness was in the 
actual organization of the paragraphs, the greatest strength in using the 
mechanics of language (i.e. penmanship, spelling, punctuation, capital- 
ization). The paragraphs have been retained for future comparisons. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) a prepared resume of the instructions to pupils should 
be read at the second and third sittings; 2) the topics for survey two ~~ 
explaining a process -- should be redesigned to allow for more freedom of 
imagination; 3) the number of markers should be kept at a minimum in order 
to maintain correspondence; and 4) an A+ category should be added to the 
grade system. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Landry, Maurice: Quality Control in Written Language, Alberta Education, 
September 1976, 17 pages, Appendix pp. 3-17. 


On loan from: .Department od Education Library 
-Regional Offices of Education 


PROJECT TITLE: Education Week Study 

PROJECT DIRECTOR: Mr NJ Chamchuk 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Alberta 

STARTING DATE: January, 1976 DATE OF COMPLETION: March 31, 1976 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $13,000 


OTHER FINANCING (IF APPLICABLE): n/a 


PURPOSE: to obtain public response to questions on current topics in 
education. 


DESIGN: A newspaper advertisement, in the form of a questionnaire, was 
run in daily and weekly newspapers in Alberta. Over one million copies 
were printed and distributed through this format. 


RESULTS: A total of 2,785 usuable returns were received and the responses 
were reported during Education Week 1976. Some general findings of this 
study are: 1) approximately 75% felt that opportunities for involvement 
of the public in education decision making are less than adequate; 2) 45% 
of the respondents felt that education spending was 'less than adequate’, 
35% felt it was ‘about right' and 15% felt it was ‘more than adequate’; . 
3) 50% thought that elementary schools should pay more attention to the 

3 R's; 4) 10% thought schools should expand beyond the skills now offered; 
5) over 40% wanted high schools to concentrate more on basic skills and 
to leave job training for post secondary education; 6) nearly 40% felt 
the opposite: 13% wanted high schools restricted to academic excellence; 
7) 75% thought that classroom enrolments were too high; 8) less than 10% 
felt they could rise without affecting pupil performance; 9) over 80% of 
teachers felt that enrolments were too high. Trustees agreed, but more 
felt that enrolments should be raised to reduce costs; 10) the majority 
-responded that discipline was on the lenient side; and 11) the majority 
felt that the home and neighborhood were responsible for poor performance. 


Results were reported through the press via news release. Further infor- 
mation may be obtained from: 


Mr NJ Chamchuk 

Director 

Communications, Alberta Education 
Executive Building 

10105 - 109 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5J 2V2 
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PROJECT TITLE: A Study: Isolation Bonuses and Teacher Housing in 


Remote Locations in Alberta 


PROJECT DIRECTOR: EG (Gunnar) WahIstrom 

WHERE CARRIED OUT: Alberta 

STARTING DATE: August, 1975 DATE OF COMPLETION: May, 1976 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: 


OTHER FINANCING (IF APPLICABLE) : 


PURPOSE: 1) to identify the need for development of an equitable 
Isolation Allowance, or alternate plan, to provide financial aid to tea- 
chers and/or Alberta North Systems to facilitate recruitment and retention 
of teachers for rural communities; 2) to establish standard, reliable 
criteria for distinguishing features which cause a given community to be 
isolated compared to others; and 3) to provide a plan of compensation, 

if necessary, which recognizes in dollars the degrees of variance in iso- 
lation. 


DESIGN: Information was gathered from meetings held with School Boards' 
administrative personnel and numerous educational associations' officials. 
Visitations were made to a number of northern Alberta school districts. 

In order to obtain the information required to test the validity of a new 
formula, 150 questionnaires were distributed to 51 school districts pre- 
sently receiving Itsolation Bonus Grants. 


RESULTS: The term "isolation bonus" unfavorably influences recruitment, 

and the term "location allowance!’ would be more appropriate. Three major 
problems are faced by all school authorities serving isolated areas: 

1) additional costs or expenses, which can be compensated for through a 


monetary allowance; 2) inconveniences best compensated for by the provision 


of a suitable, well-sited, attractive and well-maintained 'home', rather 
than by monetary allowance; and 3) communication within and out of the 
area is often difficult, and every effort should be made to provide an 
efficient communication system. 


RECOMMENDATION: Some highlights: 1) continuation. of location allowance 
to teachers in remote communities; 2) consideration of fixed low interest 
rates for school systems financing teacher housing by debenture, with 
possible formation of a teacher housing authority; 3) encouragement of 
programs for teacher loan, exchange, and cooperative recruitment programs; 
4) differentiated support among categories of geographic zones of the 
province; and 5) improvements to utilities and communications supply and 
access for remote locations. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 

WahIstrom, EG: A Study: Isolation Bonuses and Teacher Housing, Alberta 
Education, May, 1976, 7Opp. Appendices 23-70. 

On loan from: .Regional Offices of Education 


-The University of Alberta 
-ERIC 


21. 


PROJECT TITLE: School Teacher Statistics. 1975 - 76 
PROJECT DIRECTOR: Dr JE Reid 


WHERE CARRIED OUT: Edmonton 


‘STARTING DATE: September 1975 DATE OF COMPLETION: May 1976 


AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: 


OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): n/a 


PURPOSE: to determine the following: 1) number and categories of schools; 
2) number of semestered schools; 3) student enrolments; and 4) qualifi- 
cation, experience, etc. of the 1975-76 teaching force. 


DESIGN: Early in the school year school administrators complete documents 
relating to the operation of the school and individual teachers complete 
an educational record of qualifications, experience and assignment. An 
analysis of these various documents was undertaken. 


RESULTS: 1) there were 1,415 operating schools in the Province. 88 
schools offer only high school grades, 322 offer high school and other grades, 
538 schools offer instruction in which one of the three junior high school 
grades is the highest grade, and 555 schools offer instruction only in ele- 
mentary or kindergarten; 2) included in the 281 semestered schools are 11 
junior high schools operating on a semester basis, 277 semestered high 
schools; 3) of the 432,198 students enrolled in public, separate and private 
schools, 418,020 are in grades 1 - 12 in publicly-supported high schools 

with an additional 1,505 registered in evening credit of non-credit programs 
and 12,673 students attending private schools; and 4) the 1975-76 teaching 
force is analyzed by sex, employment status, citizenship, position held, age, 
qualifications, experience and class size. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Reid J: School and Teacher Statistics 1975- 76, Alberta Education, May 1976, 
19 pages, Appendix pp. 5-19. 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 


Information from Student Evaluation and Data Processing Branch of the Depart- 
ment of Education. 
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PROJECT TITLE: OECD (IMTEC French Language Seminar) Situation Study: 


The Preparation of Educational Personnel for the Management 
Innovation: E.C.S. 


PROJECT DIRECTOR: Dr P Lamoureux -- Project carried out by Mr Jean Sequin 
WHERE CARRIED OUT: Edmonton and Quebec 

STARTING DATE: July 2, 1975 DATE OF COMPLETION: September 15, 1975 
AMOUNT OF FINANCING FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: $719.36 | 


OTHER FINANCING (if applicable): Department of Advanced Education to pay 50% 


- share. 


PURPOSE: Alberta agreed to make a contribution, in the form of a presen- 
tation on innovation in Early Childhood Services Programs, to IMTEC French 
language seminar held in Quebec City. The presentation looked at the 
question: ''How does one prepare people for innovation in the ECS Programs 
of this province?" 


DESIGN: Graduate student Jean Sequin was hired to review ECS documents 
and literature dealing with innovation in ECS. Interviews were conducted 
with key university ECS coordinators, teachers, and Alberta Education 
personnel involved in preparation of ECS personnel. 


RESULTS: There is a need for more research into the competencies required 
by ECS personnel to carry out the intent of ECS policies and philosophy 
before training programs can be designed and implemented. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: . That the above mentioned research need be resolved. That 
research into the processes of policy development regarding ECS in Alberta 
be undertaken. 


WHERE THE REPORT CAN BE OBTAINED: 


Sequin, Jean J: Les Services a L'enfanee in Alberta, Planning and Research, 


Alberta Education, 34 pages (French only). 


On loan from: .Department of Education Library 
-Regional Offices of Education | 
-University Libraries in Alberta 
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